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A MONTHLY 
TASTE OF 


TRENDS, 
CULTURE, 
& EVENTS 


Send your Six Pack suggestions: 
voxpop@marshillchurch.org 


CharlieRose.com 

The life’s work of journalist Charlie Rose is now 
Online in an exhaustive archive. It’s “the largest 
interview archive on the internet of its kind,” writes 
WIRED, “with free streams of over 4,000 hours 
of Charlie’s interviews accessed by guest, topic, 
date, or key word.” Charlie Rose has appeared for 
many years on PBS, interviewing a diverse range of 
guests from all walks of life. In short, this website is 
a cultural goldmine. 


Kwik-E-Mart 
There are 6,000-plus 7-Elevens in North America. 
Last month, in anticipation of The Simpsons movie, 
one dozen of these stores were transformed into 
Kwik-E-Marts - complete with Squishees, Buzz 
Cola, Radioactive Man comicbooks, and pink 
sprinkled donuts. The 7-Eleven on 4th and Denny A 
in Seattle was one of the lucky twelve, if you're €] 
curious. Shameless marketing ploy or a dream | | 
come true for a generation of fans? 


New 7 Wonders 

Since only one of the original Seven W onders of Œ 
the W orld is still around (the Pyramids in Egypt), | 
somebody decided it was time to update the list. 
The new sites were selected by popular vote online, 
and the winners were announced on 7-7-07 (www. 
new7wonders.com). Shameless marketing ploy or h 
a celebration of common heritage? 


1.18.08 
A mysterious trailer from director J.J. Abrams (Lost) 
debuted last month: no recognizable actors, no title, 
just a release date and some Blair W itch-meets- 
Godzilla style footage (see this month's “Holy 
Hollywood,” p.14). Ad Age magazine writes, "For 
thousands of web-dwellers, the trailer acted as an 
invitation to participate in an alternate-reality game 
that will see them chatter endlessly about the movie." 
Shameless marketing ploy, or shameless marketing 


ploy? 


Best of Seattle 

Seattle Weekly’s annual “Best of” issue out 
this month. Did your favorite restaurant make 
the list? W hat about your neighborhood? How 
did your favorite grassroots philanthropist do 
in the polls? The 2007 Best of Seattle issue 
is on newsstands now (Aug. 1-7), or online at 
seattleweekly.com. When’s Vox Pop going to 
do something like that... ? 


NATURE 
Take advantage of the balmy summer nights, head 
outdoors, and experience natural spectaculars. 
Lots of ‘em in August: total lunar eclipse (August | 
28), the Perseids meteor shower (which peaks 
early to mid-August), and bioluminescence - in the 
marine world, this seasonal phenomenon causes 
the ocean to light up as the waves crash on the 
beach. G od is so cool! 
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Mars Hill Re-org 


Editor's note: Each month, a different Mars Hill leader explains how 
the particular ministry they serve is working to embody our church's 
mission: Mars Hill Church lives for Jesus as a city within the city: 
knowingculture,lovingpeople,andseeinglivestransformedto live 
for Jesus. 


"Two constants: Jesus and change." It's a common saying 
around here, especially appropriate this summer, when Mars 
Hill is in the midst of re-organizing... pretty much everything. 
But this is not change for change's sake. Rather, here are 
some ways that we hope the newly re-organized Mars Hill 
C hurch will more effectively accomplish the mission our Lord 
has given us. 


Living for Jesus 

In the way Mars Hill Church is organized and led, we desire 
to glorify Jesus as our Senior Pastor by being faithful to 
Scripture, being on His mission of transforming lives, and 
being submissive to Him as the ultimate head of the church. 
O nce again, Jesus has grown our church in the past year to 
the degree that we need to work hard to follow His lead. 


City within the city 

W e have gone from a single church to a network of cam- 
puses (Ballard, Shoreline, and West Seattle; W edgwood, 
the Eastside, and downtown locations are in the works). In 
each of these locations, Mars Hill seeks to be a city within 
the city: living, working, and serving in a way that is relevant 
to a specific neighborhood, town, and city. 


Knowing Culture 

Empowering pastors and leadership teams to shepherd 
a specific campus (rather than trying to oversee multiple 
campuses from a centralized location) will also allow each 
campus to express and incarnate the gospel in a way that 
speaks more directly to the surrounding neighborhood and 
culture. Ballard is not Shoreline is not W est Seattle, and 
while the message of the Gospel is unchanging, as good 
missionaries to our culture, we must strive to preach it in a 
language that will speak to the heart of many different people 
groups. 


Loving people 

In seeking the counsel of many churches much larger 
than ours- churches that are dealing with similar growing 
pains- we discovered that most multi-campus churches do 
not maintain the same level of theological precision and 
pastoral care that we pursue. W e believe that good doctrine, 
discipleship, accountability, and community are essential 
components of a healthy church. O ur commitment to care 
for our church body and equip our members is influential in 
our decision-making and strategic direction. 


Transforming lives 

Building leadership teams at the campus level will allow us 
to remain a lean and nimble organization that can adapt to 
change quickly. W ith campuses cultivating unique identities, 
and with less cumbersome administrative needs, the lead- 
ership and people of Mars Hill Church will have more time 
and freedom to minister in a way that is more personal and 
intentional. As we prepare for years, decades, and lifetimes 
of service, we're collectively settling in for a close-up view; 
we watch and prepare with great expectation for the many 
lives that Jesus plans to save in our city. 1*4 
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B ookkeeper 7 





Bom 
February-4,1982-in Puyallup, W-A— 













Family 


i ~ Married Alex Layton on June 29, 2007 


Firstsetfootin MH 

| first came to Mars Hill in August of 2002 during the 
Jonah series with my then friend, now husband, Alex. 
W e were both attending SPU and had heard about MH 
through friends on campus. W e were so struck by the 
teaching that we began driving up each Sunday from 
P uyallup until school started in the fall, and we've stuck 
around ever since. ; 


Leadership at MH 


Became a deacon in January 2007. 


- Scripture 
"Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in G od; believe 
. also in me. In my Father's house are many rooms. If it 
were not so, or, have told you that | go to prepare 





a place for you? And ifl go and prepare a place for you, 
— -Hwil-come-again-and wilFtake you to myself, that where 
! lam you may be also. And you know the way to where 
—. | am going." -John 14:1-4 


Quote 


"Do the right thing. It will gratify some people and - 


astonish the rest." : Mark Twain 
‘Last book read 
Chicken Soup for the Bride’s Soul. | know, | know, 


~~ but Sometimes you just need a nice, quick short story. 
Thumbs up for busy brides! 


| Last movie watched 

|... The Painted Veil with Edward Norton. Thumbs sideways 
— - a beautiful film, but Fight C lub is more my style when 

| it comes to Edward Norton. 


E- Sail 
| Music 


|... Right now I'm listening to a lot of Iron and W ine, Rosie _ 


Thomas, and especially Sufjan Stevens. 


Favorite eatery” 
| love love love Chili's Paste in Ballard - great Thai food, 
plus. they deliver my dinner right to my. house. when 
I'm too lazy to drive the five minutes it takes for me to 
get there! 


*dea con (de’ken) n. 1. Attendant or assistant to 


church pastors/ elders. 
1 Timothy 3:8 
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n = 
Role at MH 
' Has been the pre-marriage ministry 
E = 
Bom 
— July-7 4n Seattle 


-Family 

Married to Mary (anniversary: December 16). Kids: 
Tim (30), Corrie (28), Christie (22), James (20), Caitlin 
(18). Grandkids: J ordynn (infant), Dylan (infant), AJ (6) 


Elder since 
January 2007 


First set foot in MH 

—n November 2004 we tried MH because of all of 
the negative comments that we heard from our old 
church. W-e-neverlooked back! 


. Scripture 
“a. in quietness and in confidence shall be your 
strength." - Isaiah 30:15 





Quotation | 
“Itis doubtful that God can use a man greatly until He 
has hurt him deeply,” - A.W. Tozer 


Last book you read 
Humility, by-C-J -Mahaney - great book 


— Last movie watched 
Spider-man. It was good. 
Music 
Dave Matthews or John Mayer's Room for Squares 


Favorite eatery 


Palisades 


*el der (el’der) n. 1. Elected or appointed governing 
officer within a church (synonymous with "pastor"). 


1 Timothy 3: 1-7, Titus 1: 6-9 








A Feast of Hospitality 


Local ministry feeds the hungry 


By Dean Paxton 





"For there will never cease to be poor in the land. Therefore 
| command you, 'You shall open wide your hand to your 
brother, to the needy and to the poor, in your land.” 

- Deuteronomy 15:11 


Recently, a band of ambassadors serving under the banner 
of Mars Hill Mercy Ministry partnered with New Horizons 
Ministries (NHM) to reach out to the homeless and street- 
involved young people living in and on the streets of S eattle. 
The small but energetic group outfitted themselves in aprons 
and gloves and distributed plates of food prepared by a 
group of East Indian women that serve as one of many NHM 
monthly food coordination crews. The menu even featured an 
assortment of authentic cuisine, including curried garbanzo 
beans and saffron rice with a yogurt sauce. 

W hen the kids arrived and feasted their eyes on the 
food for the first time, their responses were hesitant - which 
came as no surprise. But despite their initial reaction they 
kept coming back for more. The food really was very tasty, 
and intentionally gave the kids a new cultural experience. All 
the second helpings doled out clearly showed that these 
teens approved of the bill of fare! 

As the young people lined up to get their meals, there 
were plenty of opportunities for conversation; a casual, non- 
threatening way to reach real people on their own terms. It is 
then that the Holy S pirit will connect with them through us as 
His vessels to speak life into them. 

NHM staff and the Mars Hill team lovingly interacted 
with a group of marginalized young people who have never 
experienced unconditional love. These kids are almost al- 
ways the product of abusive relationships and dysfunctional 
families that are so traumatic that they see the streets as a 
safer place than home. In addition, many suffer from a his- 
tory of substance abuse as well. New Horizons Ministries 
reaches out to them, offering a number of services in order 
to assist them in their journey towards healing and renewal. 
These services present a tangible way to overcome the real- 
life difficulties associated with living on the streets and a host 
of other potential obstacles that would otherwise keep them 
in bondage to their cirrumstances. 

Rebecca C edergreen, the Director of Development for 
New Horizons Ministries welcomed us and served alongside 
as everyone worked together to provide around thirty of 
these meals for the needy kids in our city. New Horizons 
provides these meals every morning and evening, thanks to 
small groups who prepare food and volunteer to serve. Justin 
Auld, Mercy Ministry coordinator for the Mars Hill portion of 
the event, said, "W e recognized immediately that the true 
heroes in this organization are the staff, many of whom are 
volunteers." 

As the image bearers of C hrist, we are called to open up 
our hearts and hands to attend to the needs of our neighbors 
who are in need. It demonstrates a love for them that relays 
the ministry of Jesus and is an act of mercy and hospitality. 

If you are interested in learning about Seattle's 
street youth or serving with New Horizons Ministries 
contact Edward Fedele (edwardf@nhmin.org) or visit 


www.nhmin.org. 1% 


Dean Paxton regularly chronicles the work of Mars Hill's 
Mercy ministry (mercy@marshillchurch.org) for Vox Pop. 
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Your Name Here 


Seattle weather is... lovely? 


W ell hello there! This is an interesting article for me this 
month, namely because recent events have lead me to say 
something that | never thought | would say having moved 
over here to Seattle: | am very grateful to be here right now 
because of the weather! (Did she just say that? ...Y es, | think 
she did!) Uh-huh... I’m just going to give you a few seconds 
to get over my statement a bit...O kay, that should do it, | 
think. 

| realize that in light of at least one of my previous ar- 
ticles, this will seem like a very odd thing for me to say, and 
| completely agree with you. My impression of Seattle was 
always based on a line from the film Sleepless in Seattle, 
“S eattle? ! It rains nine months of the year there!” 

Yes, having made it through this last winter, | admit | 
was tremendously peeved to find out that the stereotype 
just might be true! In spite of that, though, | am extremely 
grateful to be living here instead of back in England at the 
moment. Perhaps not too many of you know, but the UK has 
had almost three months of solid rain up till now, and vast 
areas of the country have suffered from flooding - some of 
it very severe. 

In keeping up to date with the recent flooding though, I 
have not been too worried about my family; they mostly live 
in my hometown of Swindon, and, to my knowledge, it has 
never flooded (it's on high ground). This has made my feel 
very safe when checking up on the latest reports on Yahoo 
UK. Even on Friday morning when the headline said that 
England had got one month's worth of rain in a little over an 
hour, | didn't worry. 

But then | phoned my family and discovered that, pos- 
sibly for the first time ever, Swindon had flooded, and - even 
worse - my brother's house had two feet of water all through 
the ground floor. This was a real shock to me, and also appar- 
ently to my family, and it was very difficult being so far away. 
W e did the only thing we knew how to do: we prayed. 

| have to report here that God has done some miracu- 
lous things for my brother and really taken care of my family. | 
am so incredibly grateful for that. And, ironically (believe me, 
| feel the irony in this sentence!), | am truly grateful to be here 
in Seattle in the wonderful sunshine instead! 1", 


Jo Dean is a member of Mars Hill Church. Follow her ad- 
ventures in Seattle at voxpopnetwork.com/ballard. 
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New Campus News 


How many E's in Wedgwood/Wedgewood? 


By Pastor James Harleman 





Two miles north of the University of W ashington and a stone's throw from Lake City, there's a neighborhood where local busi- 
nesses don't even agree how to spell its name; a handful spell it “W edgewood" while most spell it correctly (^W edgwood"). 
There's only one W edgwood in W ashington, and there's only one E in W edgwood - that's a helpful way | remember. 

Sometimes it's the little things that make a first impression on a neighborhood. Getting your maple bars from the local Top 
Pot Donuts and your Sourdough from the G rateful Bread Café isn't a gospel essential, but in W edgwood's case it can truly be 
missional. G etting the neighborhood's name right is probably a plus; launching services with a misspelled C ampus name on the 
sign would probably be a strike against us. It wouldn't mean we don't love Jesus, but it could communicate that we don't know 
our community. 

As | work with pastors, deacons and members committed to our newest campus, the Executive Elders are helping us 
determine the best time to launch (stay tuned to Mars Hill weekly announcements - it may surprise you). Although we are blessed 
to have a building, there is a lot to get ready. The kitchen looks like a bomb went off, and the landscaping escaped years ago. 
C hildren's spaces need a lot of love, and since 70's retro has come and gone, the auditorium is begging for help. Although words 
have been used to describe the campus's space and vibe - "smaller, more relational" - we want the space to reflect the shared 
Mars Hill commitment to art, aesthetic, excellence, and an effective style for the city in which God has landed us. There won't be 
hymnbooks in the pews (there aren't even pews), and don't expect to stay after a service to choke down macaroni salad with a 
forced smile. Although we've embraced a reorganized campus model, this is still Mars Hill C hurch. 

Throughout August, you can probably throw a dart and hit a day work could be done at the W edgwood Campus (just don't 
throw a dart at hardworking volunteers). You can email wedgwood@marshillchurch.org to get on our mailing list. On August 
29 at 7pm, we will have an Information and Dedication meeting at the building (3524 NE 95th Street | Seattle, 
WA 98115). Everyone interested in being a part of the Wedgwood Campus is welcome to join us for walkthrough, prayer, and 
celebration, seeing what will need to be done in September to continue preparing this new space Jesus has given us to gather 
and worship. 

He's the big E on our eye chart, and there's only one of Him too. 1", 


James Harleman is Campus Pastor of Mars Hill's forthcoming W edgwood congregation. 


Calling All Eastsiders! 
By Pastor Bra House —u——————————————————n—nÓ 


Are you a member of the Mars Hill Bridge Club? Not the card game... the commute. 

Since the early years of Mars Hill we have had many who have braved the trek through the treacherous hills of Medina and 
across the raging Lake W ashington to be a part of what God is doing in the Puget Sound. That small contingent has grown over 
the past few years to become a Significant and important part of our congregation. 

As we continue on our quest to see Jesus known and Glorified in the city of Seattle and the Puget Sound we are eager to 
see an expression of the gospel reach the specific culture East of Lake W ashington. There are many questions to be answered, 
but the future starts with building a strong Christ-centered community. 

In anticipation of a future Eastside Campus and for the purpose of building community among the Bridge Club, their will 
be an Eastside gathering at Marymoor Park on August 22, from 6 o’clock until dusk. This time will consist of fellowship 
and community building, and it will include a time to communicate the vision of Mars Hill on the Eastside. 

C ome get the answers to these and other Eastside C ampus-related questions: 

e What is the timeline for a campus launch? 

e Who is going to be the Eastside Campus Pastor? 

e Can wear color to church again? 

¢ Whatcan!do to help? 

e How can! get connected to Mars Hill community on the Eastside? 


This is an opportunity to find out (and possibly be surprised by) who is passing you on 520 or I-90 every Sunday morning. 
More details about the August 22 meeting are forthcoming, so put it on the calendar and watch for future announcements. |", 


Brad House is a Community Groups Pastor. He oversees groups that meet on the Eastside (and Green Lake, Greenwood, and 
the Central District). 
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HELP SHEPHERDNEVILYVEDS THROUGH 
THERARST YEAR. 
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Children's Ministry 
Volunteer Orientation 





8/12 — 11am 
Ballard Campus 
ballardkids@marshillchurch.org 


8/19 — 11.15am 


Shoreline Campus 
shorelinekids@marshillchurch.org 


8/26 — 1pm 
West Seattle Campus 
P westseattlekids@marshillchurch.org 





Jesus iS Real 
From chaos to Christ 


By an anonymous MH woman mememe 


W hen | saw the blood, | knew it was over. There shouldn't 
be any bleeding when you are ten weeks pregnant. My 
doctor said it was normal, but we would run some tests to 
be sure. My hormone levels were still high, and that was 
a good sign. She told me to come back in a week to test 
again, and that test showed a drop in hormones. Yes, | 
was having a miscarriage. Come back next week to take 
more blood, and then again the next week. | had lost so 
much blood by that time, but it was a slow loss, painfully 
slow. | didn't know what to tell people who asked how 
the pregnancy was going, and everybody asked. At the 
time, | was the opening barista at Starbucks, which I had 
been for a year. | had tons of regular customers who were 
friends. | didn't know what to say, so | would just shake 
my head. People really don't know what to say in that 
situation, so they don't say anything at all. 

W hen the pain came, it came in waves. | had never 
had a contraction before, but | recognized that this was 
it. After a month of blood loss, | had a 14-week-old baby 
in the public restroom at work. It was finally over. | felt 
relieved; exhausted; empty. | asked my mother not to give 
me any pep talks for at least two weeks, and she agreed. 
| found | was thinking about all my failures in my past: 
when | misspelled "ballerina" in fourth grade in front of 
the entire student body in my town; when I didn't make 
it into All-State Band; when | failed Biology in college 
and then dropped out. This miscarriage felt like another 
failure, and therefore | was a failure. The underlying failure 
was my marriage, but | couldn't face that. | ran from it as 
fast as | could. 

A month before we were married, my husband 
answered some questions about drug use that came as 
a surprise. We had been dating for more than a year, 
and he had never mentioned anything about it. | was 
sure it wasn't serious, and moved on. Only after we were 
married did | discover that he was, in fact, selling to his 
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Aw. 











friends. Instead of confronting or demanding that he stop, 
| decided that it would be better to go along for a while 
and he could quit when we had kids. | didn't want to nag 
him or risk driving him away. For two years, | did everything 
he asked me to do, no matter how uncomfortable | was 
with the people or situations | found myself in. In our third 
year of marriage, things began to go terribly wrong. We 
took a vacation to California that was so bad | actually 
considered not getting back in the car--he could leave me 
there. Instead of doing that, though, | denied the state of 
our marriage. | got pregnant. This was the miracle | was 
depending on, the baby that would change everything that 
was dysfunctional; the one thing that would save us from 
ourselves. And then the baby died, and all my hope died 
with it. 

| started numbing myself with pot, smoking around 
the clock. | would smoke before work, after work, and late 
at night. | couldn't go to bed, because as soon as | would 
lie down, the tears would flow uncontrollably. Sometimes 
my husband would wake up, so worried that | was silently 
sobbing on the edge of the bed. | couldn't even tell him 
what | was feeling, because | felt nothing. There was noth- 
ing left. | cried for months, and during the day, | was so 
angry with him. All | wanted to do was throw something, 
maybe break a window to get my point across. He kept me 
down, insulting me by humiliating me in public, or holding 
me down kissing me until | cried. | didn't know what was 
happening. | stopped crying at night, and stopped eating. 
A constant anxiety was present now, waiting for the end. 
Now, when fights broke out, | was cool and collected. | felt 
no attachment, no sense of duty or honor. I felt nothing. 

| began seeking the advice of friends, all of whom 
suggested | have an affair. This was ludicrous, and not a 
solution. Instead, | continued to smoke and took to drinking 
whiskey. After attending another mandatory family function 
with my in-laws, | reached my breaking point. | stayed up 
all night, and in the morning, my husband asked me to just 
do whatever it was that | was going to do. | guess he was 
tired of waiting for it too, although he was shocked to find 
out my plan was to leave. | told my parents everything, 
even my drug use. One of my fellow Starbucks partners 
asked me to move in, and | did. | bleached my hair platinum 
blonde and started wearing heavy eyeliner. | didn't even 
recognize myself. | was damaged, and hardened; | didn't 
want to look the way I had before. 

It was horrifying to find myself, at 23, with a minimum 
wage job. | paid my friend to sleep on the couch, but 
there wasn't much left over. Some customers suggested 
| look into waitressing, maybe at Hooters. | realized that | 









was in unprotected territory, and | was very vulnerable. 
| desperately needed money, and everyone/everything 
around me kept affirming that all | really had to offer was 
my body. | saw myself taking that job at Hooters, and 
then saw how that would lead directly to stripping at 
Deja Vu, and then to adult film. It was a slippery slope to 
Hell, and | was so afraid of falling. 

Forthe next two months, I worked. | didn't eat much, 
or sleep. On New Year's Eve, my nephew was born. My 
sister-in-law and | were due a week apart, and it wasn't 
until he was born that | felt the full force of what | had 
lost. | had been so numb; | didn't know how everything 
had gone so wrong, how | had ended up here. | prayed 
for God to show me, to change me, to rescue me, to 
forgive me. 

The next month was the hardest of all. | finally felt 
grief, remorse, guilt. | had lost everything, not just a 
baby, not just my husband; my whole future was gone. 
All my life, | dreamed of being a wife and mother. | had 
to face the fact that | had blown it. God showed me that 
| had never told my husband when he had hurt me, when 
| was humiliated. | had never told him what | expected 
from him, and instead | had been devastated in my dis- 
appointment. | had set him up to fail. It was a horrifying 
realization. | had to face my worse-case-scenario: that | 
would never be married again, and never have children. 
God showed me that even in that place, He would be 
there. | wouldn't be alone in Him. At that point, | was 
at the lowest of lows. | was by myself, sitting on the 
floor, and God spoke to me. Before | could even get the 
words out, "Please forgive me!” He said, "You are.” The 
relief | felt, the release of all the heaviness | had been 
carrying for so long, was beyond words. 

My husband and | started dating again, which 
was so strange and hard. We were both so betrayed, 
and very cautious. God showed me that | would have 
to accept him as he was, for better or worse; he may 
never change, and | would have to live with that. | altered 
my behavior and my previous expectations. After all, he 
is just a man; he isn't Jesus. | need to look to Jesus 
for all my needs and with all my hope. It has been over 
four years since we ended our separation, and we are 
blessed to have two healthy daughters. My husband 
has changed dramatically; nevertheless, | am continually 
reminded that Jesus is the Lord of my life. Only He can 
hear the cry of my heart. 1", 


“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and 
forever." -Hebrews 13:8 
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CHEERS, AMEN 


By Ryan Harmaning 





Alcohol. Few words in the English language carry so much 
baggage to the Protestant of the 20th and 21st centuries. 
It wasn't a frightening topic for the better part of two mil- 
lennia after the time of Christ... and well before. Long have 
the dangers of inebriation been known - we've got examples 
throughout Scripture and extra-biblical history of the multi- 
tude of sins compounded by the initial sin of lacking self- 
control - one sin leading to many. As the Apostle Paul wrote, 
"Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery" 






























Introduction: Vices, Redeemed 
“Everything is permissible for me’ - but not everything is 


beneficial. ‘Everything is permissible for me’ - but I will not be 


mastered by anything." -1 Corinthians 6:12 


to ferment. 


would have certainly used the appropriate word, as there is a most notable distinction between 
the two beverages. Further investigation reveals that, in the Bible, the word juice is used to specify 
juice (Numbers 6:3; 18:27; Isaiah 65:8), and the word wine is used (whether new or old) to 
describe wine. G o figure. There's a certain common sense to this argument (wine is wine and 

juice is juice): in a desert climate with no modern refrigeration, it doesn't take long for juice 


W hat's more, in Hosea 4, "new wine" is something that "take[s] away the understand- 
ing" (v. 10). And those who mocked the disciples at Pentecost accused them of being 
"filled with new wine," AKA drunk (Acts 2:13). If new wine can make somebody three 
sheets to the wind in both the Old and New Testaments, then it ain't W elch's. 

B ut perhaps the history portrayed in the Bible is perceived to be too far removed 
from today. It’s easy to idealize and sanitize ancient cultures and times - espe- 
cially ancient religious culture and times. The truth is, wine (alcohol) was then 
what it is today: a gift from God meant to be enjoyed responsibly according to 

our conscience. Making arguments that "new wine" means grape juice is not a 

sensible way to approach the subject. 

And even outside of the Bible, alcohol consumption played a role throughout 

C hristian history. Martin Luther praised the excellence of his wife's beer. Other fa- 

thers of the Reformation, including Zwingli and C alvin, saw alcohol as a blessing from 

G od that was meant to be enjoyed. The most religious men of the medieval era - the 

monks - possessed legendary wine-making and beer-brewing skills (Trappist Monks 

in today's Belgium are still masters of the art). O ur Puritan forefathers, arriving in 

North America, dropped anchor when they did because the supplies of beer were 

low (more beer than water was loaded on the Mayflower), and the town brewery 
was erected before the church. 

G ranted, that was still several hundred years ago. "Times were differ- 

ent," one might argue. "The poor quality of water necessitated 


fermentation to keep drinking liquids safe." True, yet that 
misses the point: people had a choice, exercised their con- 


What does redemption really mean? Could some things traditionally 
: viewed by the church as inherently sinful have some benefit? Could 
: they actually be tools with which to glorify God? If] esus walked the 





(Ephesians 5:18; NIV). 
The Bible describes many sins committed through 


science (also a gift from God; Romans 2:15), and imbibed 
responsibly. 


being drunk: adultery, incest, public shame, deceit, and 
treacheries of all sorts. Poetically, there are some particularly 
vivid metaphors about drunkenness and its consequences in 
the book of Jeremiah, where a rebellious king is condemned 
to “wallow in the vomit" of his drunkenness (48:26). 

On this point, | expect no argument: the sin of drunken- 
ness and the countless regretful actions it makes us vulner- 
able to are to be avoided at all costs. Even if that means 
looking prudish in front of others, or otherwise exercising 
discernment in settings where over-indulgence is accepted 
(or expected). And | won't refute the command to submit to 
the legal authorities (i.e. under-age drinking). The law is the 
law and, as stated in Romans 13:1, we are to be exemplary 
in adhering to it (this includes contracts with employers or 
educational institutions that forbid alcohol consumption). 

But what we Christians can be exceptionally good at 
is making rules, and while the sin of drunkenness is univer- 
sally agreed upon, what constitutes appropriate occasions, 
quantities, types, and frequencies by which to enjoy an 
adult beverage is as disorienting as a traffic detour through 
a downtown Seattle construction zone. W e are living in a 
day (here in America) where even though the great failed 
experiment of Prohibition is nearing its centennial, a notice- 
able shadow of circumspection still looms over drinking, as if 
it categorically implies drunkenness 

Years ago, when my brother-in-law's fledgling church 
was putting down its membership covenants for the first 
time, the issue of alcohol of course came up. The pastor 
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: earth today, would you invite him to a poker night? Would he be willing 
: to discuss theology over a pipe? Would he be able to concoct a killer 


homebrew? 


Okay, many of us can agree that despite the assertions of many 
denominations, things like dancing, tattoos, and alcohol are not inherently sinful 


at all; it's the motivation and the fruit that can be sinful. But over the course of six months, this Vox Pop series will take some 


: time to discuss how traditional "vices" can in fact be redeemed for use as tools for edification and fellowship, for the sanctified 


enjoyment of life, and even for evangelism. "Vices, Redeemed" is an exploration of our freedom in Christ and a celebration of the 


gift of life He has given us. 


Here are the ground rules, lest we fall into temptation or misinterpret the purpose of this series: 


1. Motivations cannot be based in rebellion or self-medication. 


2. Itis sinful to break the law. 


3. Moderation is key - excess can lead to addiction and/or idolatry. 


So keep reading as we try and unpack what it means to do whatever we do to the glory of God 


(1 Corinthians 10:31, Colossians 3:23): 
e Tobacco (J uly) 

° Alcohol (this month) 

e Video Games (Sept) 

e Tattoos (Oct) 

° Cards (Nov) 

e Dancing (Dec) 


didn't drink (and still doesn't, to my knowledge), believing it 
sets a poor example. Along with the pastor, the other found- 
ing members initially agreed that new members shouldn't 
consume - or even be employed by establishments that 
serve alcohol. A wise founding member stepped in advising 
the group that if this were enacted, Jesus himself would not 
be fit as a member according to their “wisdom.” 


That's really where Christians have to bring it all back: 
Jesus and his example. And Jesus deals with the issue of alco- 
hol and its consumption in many direct and indirect ways. He 
infamously performed His first documented miracle in C ana. 
A wedding party was losing steam so Jesus turned water 
into wine - good wine - so the festivities could continue as 
tradition held. It is said he "manifested his glory" through this 
miracle, bringing his disciples to true belief (John 2:10). 

Also, Christ was frequently at the table with "sinners" 
and drunkards - so much so in fact, He was charged with 
over-indulging himself (Luke 5:30). You could potentially 
(though weakly) argue that He simply didn't drink in these cir- 
cumstances, but why is it so difficult to picture our perfectly 





human, perfectly divine Savior enjoying a cup of wine with 
others; demonstrating responsibility and enjoying the "mer- 
riness of heart" which is so frequently praised in Scripture 
(Ecclesiastes 9:17; 10:9)? If you argue that Jesus abstained 
from alcohol, you have to dismiss His participation in the 
Last S upper, during which Passover tradition mandated the 
consumption of wine. Suffice it to say, Christ drank alcohol, 
and likely enjoyed Himself doing so. 

Nevertheless, this argument has its critics in absten- 
tionists ("its better not to") and prohibitionists ("you better 
not!”), some of whom argue that the "new wine" referenced 
in S cripture must mean grape juice (i.e. not fermented). B ut if 
they wanted to write "juice," the inspired writers of Scripture 


Attempting to regulate behavior without addressing 
motives and the heart is nothing more than empty legalism, 
morality, and religion - all things Mars Hill seeks to correct by 
the liberating Gospel of Jesus Christ. Many of our church's 
pastors and leaders demonstrate this lifestyle in various 
practical ways. 

For example, Pastor Tim Quiring's legendary home- 
brewed ales were featured at early Mars Hill men's retreats, 
where enjoyment and restraint were demonstrated to not be 
mutually exclusive. Imagine men getting together around a 
bonfire and enjoying fellowship, reading of Scripture, and 
relaxing with a good beer (and maybe pipe or cigartoo - see 
last month's "Vices Redeemed"). Truly a demonstration of 
what it means to enjoy G od's good gifts in a way that brings 
him glory. 

The alcohol and religiosity has affected Pastor Tim's 
life since childhood. "Alcohol disappeared when | was about 
eight," he recalls. "The churches we wentto frowned on con- 
sumption of alcohol and so it was removed from the home 
when the children could ‘spill the beans." 

This train of thought - unfortunately common in many 
churches - is dangerous because it implies that things are 
either intrinsically bad or good. In reality, God is good, His 
creation (all of it) is good, but it's we the sinners who screw 
things up (Genesis 1-2; 4:10; Psalm 146:6ff). 

This is not to say that alcohol is a good idea for ev- 
eryone. "| understand that there are both physiological and 
psychological predispositions to alcoholism," Pastor Tim 


SEE ‘Vices Redeemed: Alcohol’ => PAGE 16 


MH PLAYLIST *9 


Miker Time! 
by Paul and Claudine Miller 


“Train in Vain” - The Clash 

W ho knew The C lash were a pop band? Super catchy with a 
rude-boy swagger - we dare you to find anyone who doesnt 
like this song. 


“Airline to Heaven" - Wilco and Billy Bragg 
These guys sing words by W oody Guthrie about getting 
right with the Lord before you see Him. B eautiful rolling guitar 
and sing-along vocals make this a must around your unsaved 
friends of all ages. 


“Heard it Through the Grapevine” - CCR 
W ait- he "hoyd" it? W hatever. At8 minutes itis your best 
deal on the jukebox, and everyone at the bar will wantto be 
your friend. 


“Peace, Love, and Understanding?" 
- Elvis Costello 

Every genre needs an anthemic song, and for the New 

W ave/P unk Rock/Emo in all of us, "P eace, Love, and 
Understanding" dares us to dance AND raise a skinny fist at 
the same time. O h Elvis. 


“Attics of My Life" - The Grateful Dead 

W e know what you are thinking, and shame on you. "Attics" is 
a beautiful ballad about the patience it takes to wait for the one 
you love, and the miracle of when it happens. P ut away that 
patchouli. Now. 


“Rock and Roll" - Velvet Underground 

“Her life was saved by rock and roll!” Flawed theology, we 
know, but most of us know what they are talking about. For 
the record, "New Age,” on the same album (Loaded) is just 
as good. 


“This Will Be Our Year’ - The Zombies 

And now for some sappy-goodness: W e waited a very long 
time for G od to bring us together and, when He did, our 
hearts melded together and our lives became one. This is our 
year! The year Team Us became The Millers! Millers! 


“Mesopotamia” - The B-52’s 

Is there a better song to clean the house to? W e submit not. 
Not on any of their regular albums, it's DEFINITELY worth 
seeking out. S et on repeat! 


“The Commander Thinks Aloud” 

- The Long Winters 

S eattle's most-redeemed frat boys throw some Radiohead 
into the mix and make the line "The crew compartments falling 
apart" sound like it means EVERY THING. They're lucky to be 
here - being as how they pulled out of our wedding!! That's 
right, W inters, you heard us! 


“Galleon” - Widespread Panic 

So you like boats, do ya? Fancy yourself a sea-farer? Real 
mariners don't want songs about the sea, they want songs 
that the sea would sing. Armr... .. 


“Raindrops” - Chopin 

Emo is nothing new. Back in olden times C hopin wrote the 
most beautiful piano piece ever - so perfect and sad you'll 
have to quit what you're doing while it plays. Bonus - no 
vocals from sad-faced trust-fundies in bad make-up. 


“Hang Your Head” +“I Will Never Harm 
Y ou" - ...And the Hideous Thieves 

Part gypsy, part circus, part drunken bar fight mixed in with 
some Angels of Light and Nick C ave = songs that make your 
insides explode and scream for more! 
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! shell of what it once was, having lost nearly 80 percent of its licensed 


vendors, and a large part of its base clientele, Entire blocks of its nine 
acre ground abandoned, the Market transformed from a venerated urban 
hub into a dilapidated antique and a symbol of the nation's shame. 

In the second half of the century, families began to reject the 
hustle and bustle of city streets for a quieter life in the surrounding 
suburbs. Gradually, traveling into the city for groceries seemed less and 
less appealing, let alone practical. Grocery stores with frozen foods 
began to replace the need to consistently shop at an open air market. 

The dead space on Seattle's waterfront caught the attention of city 


' officials, who began to worry about the city's current image and reputa- 


tion, not to mention its future. Old-fashioned stalls and cobblestone 
streets did not fit with the city's futuristic ideas, epitomized by the 
1962 World's Fair and the construction of the Space Needle. Despite the 


market's growing disuse, however, Seattleites were shocked by the city’s 





Pike Place is a sphere of delicious 
sights and sensuous tastes with a snow 
globe-worthy combination of quaint charm 
and tourist kitsch. The ambiance is flavored 
by strawberries donning new green caps, 
and thick, salty air breathed from yawning fish 
resting on beds of ice. Multi-colored lights, casu- 
ally pinned, smile between doorways. Golden daisies 
stretch their petals to greet each curious passerby. 
Charcoal sketches of the Market from days past tell 
stories of silvery fish sliding through the air, carried 


on the squeals of delighted children. Bright-eyed photogra- 
phers, like manic moths flocking to the proverbial flame, focus 
their hungry lenses in the hopes of stealing some of Pike Place's 
inimitable charm. One hundred years after the serendipitous onion 
fiasco, the market shines not only as a kaleidoscope of colors and 
sounds, but a symbol of a city's community spirit. 

An overnight success, the Market was overwhelmed with sup- 
port from both Seattle's leaders and citizens. The number of booths 
multiplied year after year. By 1939, 515 farmers were selling their 
goods within the Pike Place corridors. And although all types of 
people could be found strolling the cobblestone passageways, a 
great portion of its success can undeniably be attributed to the 
hard work of J apanese and Filipino immigrant vendors. In fact, 
by the early 1940s, nearly two thirds of all farmers' stalls were 
operated by J apanese-Americans; the vendors were hard-working 


proposal to have all farmers’ booths replaced by hotels, apartments, 
parking garages, office buildings, even a new hockey arena. Citizens 
were scandalized at the thought of having a 50-year establishment 
replaced by generic buildings that could be found in any steel and glass 
city. Twenty-thousand signatures later, the grassroots initiative brought 
the Market back into public focus for the first time in decades - all eyes 
turned to Pike Street, to Seattle's preservation, to the sanctity of its 
history. 

And so, in 1971, the city passed a historic Restoration Act, turning 
the Market back over to its (mostly) adoring public. But much work had 
to be done. Pike Place needed her buildings reconstructed, her purpose 
reevaluated, and (not at all unimportantly) the funds to effect these 
changes. Devout Market lovers organized a group called Friends of the 
Market - this was a group dedicated to nurturing Pike street’s struggling 
small businesses, restoring decrepit historic buildings, fostering low 
income housing, creating opportunities for farmers and vendors, and 
infusing art and character into the location's every facet. 

But without a dire need for the Market, Pike Place was free to 
evolve. Visionary and eccentric arty types were drawn to the Market 
and the opportunity to create a cultural flashpoint for the city. Against 
a tie-dyed backdrop of vagabond's songs, fresh produce, and local art, 
Seattle was able to breathe its bohemian charm from the lungs of 
unconventional merchants, resuscitating local charm and summoning 
a lucrative tourist industry. 

With something for everyone, Pike Place Market seems a little bit 
curious toddler, with a hint of nostalgic grandfather, and a lot of kooky 
Aunt Mildred. More than a market, though, it's an icon of our city. 
Each day, at sunrise, as the merchants artfully arrange their vibrant 
booths, Pike Place sings its story to a sleeping city... a story of candid, 
welcoming, hard-working integrity. 

The Market has united locals, immigrants, and tourists since its 
conception in the early 20th century. One hundred years has proven 
that losing even one of these elements is detrimental to its success. 
And that’s why it stands as the heart and spirit of our city. It fuses vital, 


pair ol shoe> "t | | 
d I CO y, t 3 ). | and friendly, well-liked by customers. NE pue harming odditi endi cM 
in tO ay nion inate But Pike Place was not spared from the devastating CNAG MKO ANa MOREM E A ien js : 
| of F C 0 oe wm consequences of World War Il. Following the tragedy at Pearl the people who have made our city what it is. Indeed, even Pike Place's 
pow city fficials 5 encourage a a cuba ME. LAM HUM MN pugne 
protest d iddlem «tle'5 citizen Americans, forcing them to uproot their lives, jeopardize their e its ability to survive decades of disuse Bean 
any e \\ directly t 1907, typice RARE eee a Alive and renewed on its 100th birthday, the Market feeds on 
farmers to August 17 ands 0 curious ' . The market was left a hollow the electricity of its visitors. On any summer day, bohemian artists, 
And 90, le or ing ar E\\iott Bay reliable farmers, middle-aged urbanites, smiling immigrant vendors, 
drizzly se ü l gat d on hat day, camera-wielding tourists, and inquisitive twenty-somethings all make 
and eade citi farm (S themselves at home in the Market, the focal point of our city's diversity, 
meet G porn energy, eccentricity, and soul. All this, thanks to an arrogant, over- 
to Ke place M t Wa priced onion. w 
A Stephanie J ensen attends Mars Hill's West Seattle Campus. 





Seattle's 


O IRER 


Market 


A stroll down beloved Ballard’s main drag 


By Caitlyn Stark m 


It has been said that Ballard has lost its soul, that it 
is becoming just another yuppie neighborhood - which 
may be expected in the most educated city in the United 
States. 

| beg to differ. Ballard is almost a city in its own right, 
with its downtown, its old neighborhood, and its working 
community. In fact, it's probably the only neighborhood in 
Seattle with an ongoing campaign to liberate itself from 
cosmopolitan influx (get your "Free Ballard" bumper sticker 
at Archie McPhee - more on him later). 

W hen | was little, about four, | lived in a family house in 
the north end of Ballard. W e moved out of that house long 
ago, but other people from our family moved in, so | spent 
a lot of time in the area as a visitor. But | really didn't get to 
know the place until | started attending Mars Hill. 

Since then, | have come to fall in love with this little 
neighborhood. For over a year now, | have been meander- 
ing through Ballard with friends and family, learning some of 
its quirks, finding my favorite places to sit, to read a book, to 
take pictures, and to eat ice cream. Through these experi- 
ences | have come to believe that - regardless of what the 
area's dwindling population of Norwegian ex-pats might say 
- Ballard is still very much a special place in S eattle. 

Let me tell you about Ballard, my beloved Ballard... my 
under-21 Ballard (l'm still a couple years shy, so you'll have 
to explore the watering holes on your own). 


"Ballard's history and development as a 
vibrant, self-sufficient community are still 
evident today as Ballard residents speak 
with pride of the small town feel of their 
Seattle neighborhood." 

—Bergen Place Monument (Market & 22nd) 
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From the Locks to the library to the myriad award-win- 
ning restaurants to the local color and rich history, Ballard’s 
mystique is simply too much to express in a single article. 
Therefore, we'll limit this particular tour to a few stops along 
the neighborhood’s main thoroughfare: in Ballard, all roads 
lead to Market. 

B ut first, let's get the lay of the land. The way from Mars 
Hill Church’s Ballard Campus into the area’s downtown of- 
fers a glimpse into the neighborhood's historic identity. The 
industrial waterfront of Leary W ay recalls Ballard's days as 
a fishing village, built on the shores of Salmon and Shilshole 
Bays. The boating industry continues to put Ballard on 
the map; "The Northwestern," the ship featured on the 
Discovery Channel's Deadliest C atch, actually makes port 
in Ballard. (During the show's "After the Catch" episodes, 
the captains meet at The Lock Spot, down by the Ballard 
Locks.) 

Traveling towards Market Street on a Sunday takes 
us through a literal market: Ballard Avenue - one block off 
Leary - hosts a weekly Farmer's Market in the shadow of 
old-style buildings, living monuments to another chapter in 
the neighborhood's history. Ballard Ave has much more of 
the small town feel mentioned on the monument at Bergen 
Place. W ith the old brick buildings, cobblestone passage- 
ways, and mom-and-pop stores, Ballard Ave is perfect for 
ambling. 

The Farmer's Market is a wonderful experience. For 
those of you who go to the Ballard C ampus, it's really very 
simple: attend the 11 o'clock service and then grab your 
friends and head to the Farmer's Market. There are many 
different things for sale, from flowers and fresh fruit, to pots 
and pasta. And for those of you who live in Ballard, or in 
the surrounding area, this is a great way to engage your 
community's culture. 

Grab a snack, chat with the vendors, and then it's on 
to Market Street - my favorite place in Ballard. It’s a busy 
street with lots of shops, flocks of people, and metro buses 
driving through to downtown Seattle and the University 
District. Many of the shops on Market Street are more com- 
mercial and mainstream, but not without the Ballard flair. lIl 
take you to a few of my favorite places on Market... 

If you are in the mood for books, Market 
has two great bookstores. Epilogue Books 
(20th and Market) is a buy-and-sell book- 
store with wonderful old books and many 
new ones. W ith a coffee shop in the store 
and a few strategically placed comfy 
chairs, Epilogue Books is a great place to 
spend a customary rainy S eattle afternoon. 

The Secret Garden Bookstore is defi- 
nitely a store | would recommend to peoplé i 
with children. There are two children's book `` 
sections filled with picture books, board ` 
books, young reader books, and an awe- . 
some teen section. The atmosphere 
is inviting and comfortable, and the ; | 
people are wonderful. PN 





FREE BALLARD! 


Pike Place isn't the only Seattle icon celebrating its centennial this 
year. One hundred years ago, the city of Ballard was annexed by 
Seattle. Market Street's world-famous Archie McPhee continues to 
remind the region of this "injustice" by selling Free Ballard bumper 
stickers and swag. In the tradition of Ballard's "respectful, law- 
abiding, Scandinavian rage,” The Archie McPhee website provides 
this insight to the outrage (and our quirky local culture)... 


In the early 1900s, Ballard was a thriving, self-governing city, which 
maintained a fire and police department, streets, and water supply. 
Ballard had built its own City Hall and city offices, was fiscally re- 
sponsible and fought off unreasonable encroachment by the Union 
Pacific railroad and the streetcar franchises. Immigrants from mostly 
northern Europe made it their home. It was a city with spirit and 
soul. 


Ballard rivaled Seattle in size and economic activity. The city was 
home to the largest manufacturer of shingles in the nation. It had 
substantial logging, fishing and maritime industries, and a prosper- 
ous main street. 


As the community grew, a growing water shortage was a huge 
concern. W ell water, on which Ballard depended, was increasingly 
contaminated by sewer seepage. Ballard city council meetings were 
often spent discussing new water sources. 


By 1905, Seattle, feeling rich and bossy after profitably outfitting 
gold seekers for the Yukon, wanted to expand in all directions. 
On October 28, 1906, the Seattle Times said, “The Times wants 
every suburb skirting the boundaries of Seattle annexed before the 
next census in 1910... The Times will favor and aid financially any 
scheme that will bring these suburbs into the greater city. We say 
again that we do not care what the method may be to secure the 
annexation of these seven suburbs, but they must be annexed at 
any cost.” 


The prosperous mill town of Ballard, along with W est Seattle and 
Columbia City, were ripe for picking by Seattle. Ballard’s fate was 
sealed by the failure to develop adequate water systems before the 
problem became acute... 


The situation was dire and Ballard faced a water crisis unless it 
became part of Seattle. Ballard voted on November 6, 1906 to go 
with Seattle. Considering the circumstances, the vote was remark- 
ably close: 996 voted yes, 874 voted no. 


On May 29, 1907, the City of Ballard officially died. Its proud city 
hall was draped in black and the flag hung at half-mast. 


Ballard has a long history of providing for itself and handling chal- 
lenges. Ballard has always done what needed to be done, whether 
it was supplying the new marshal with handcuffs or replacing dan- 
gerous stovepipes with brick chimneys. Ballard continues to know 
what is best for it, in spite of what S eattle thinks. 


W e, the citizens of Ballard, propose rescinding the 1907 vote on 
joining S eattle. If S eattle can't operate at a reasonable, professional 
and effective level with us, we'll plan and implement our own des- 


tiny. The City of Ballard will be born again... 


| i Down with Seattle Hegemony! Free Ballard! 









If you prefer the cinema to the written word, Market's 
Majestic Bay Theatre offers comfortable seats, good sound, 
and a surprisingly beautiful view of the Ballard area. It's a 
great theatre for all those summer movies coming out this 
year; the two upstairs theatres are small and relaxing - a 
refreshing alternative to the generic megaplex experience. 

Now that we've worked up an appetite, it’s time to 
explore the food. Market Street boasts many places for 
feasting, whether you're looking for a light snack, or a full- 
on meal. 

Just off Market Street, on Leary, is a little teriyaki shop 
called Sunny Teriyaki. Traditional teriyaki with S eattle pride 
displayed on the walls, this is a great place for a bite to 
eat. When you go in, make sure to grab a copy of "The 
Coffee News," a small one-page paper that tells some 
amazing true stories, famous quotes, funny trivia, and some 
announcements about events going on in the area. 

Not in the mood for teriyaki? S noose Junction Pizzeria 
is a great little restaurant with an old-timey feel. Complete 
with a modern-day jukebox and pinball machines, S noose 
Junction is pleasant but funky. The walls are covered in 
posters, and there are a few painting on the wall strangely 
resembling James Dean. 

O kay, time for dessert. 

Cupcake Royale is a great place for getting together 
with friends or having a night out with your Community 
Group. My group has gone there as a fun outing and the at- 


Photos by Erin Silva 
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mosphere is wonderful. The larger seating areas are perfect 
for fun gatherings, though it is a little harder to focus with 
all the cupcakes and the music that keep the atmosphere 
so upbeat. It is also a great place for couples and quartets. 
Prepare yourself for Valentine's Day, when C upcake Royale 
busts out The Deathcake Royale: a rich, chocolaty wonder 
that must be savored in small amounts, or else you're liable 
to be overcome by deliciousness. 

If you find yourself strolling down Market on a hot sum- 
mer day (or, more likely, on a cold day when you simply 
get a craving for ice cream), Ben and Jerry's is the perfect 
place to stop. Just a few doors down from the Majestic Bay 
in the middle of downtown Ballard, the ice cream there is 
delicious. | highly recommend the C ore-A-Mel Sundae: ice 
cream with a core of caramel, topped with whipped cream, 
chocolate sauce, and whatever other crazy topping you 
desire. The colors in the shop are bright and it's perfect 
for taking pictures. Ice cream is pretty much the world's 
friendliest food. 

Now for those of us with a sugar high, a sense of ad- 
venture, and five dollars cash, Archie McPhee is the place 
to be. Past 24th on Market, Archie McPhee is a prankster's 
paradise. If you have never been there, repent and go. It is a 
novelty store with everything under the sun, from Jane Austen 
action figures, to giant plastic scissors, to rubber chickens, 
purses, and wigs. Grab a few props and duck into the photo 
booth - three dollars a session and one of Seattle's only. 


| hope you have enjoyed this humble tour of the Ballard 
that | love. Before you strike out on your own, | have a few 
recommendations: 

1) Sandals + wet bricks = bad combination. As sum- 
mer rolls through, almost everyone starts wearing flip flops. 
But don’t forget that we live in Seattle. Ballard is a great 
place to go for a walk, but when it rains, don’t forget to 
watch your step. The cobblestones may look pretty, but it's 
no fun to get an unexpected close-up view. 

2) Bring a camera and get a little crazy. Let the artistic 
side of Ballard trickle into your snapshots. Embarrass your- 
self and take pictures while dancing, eating, or pretending 
to be spies. Trust me: you can make a lot of memories with 
one digital camera - especially if you throw your self-con- 
sciousness out the window. 

3) Pray for Ballard. As you walk around, pray for the 
community. There are many changes going on in this part 
of town; new businesses and more condos equal more 
people. Pray now - for that new condo going in and the 
people who will live there, and for the businesses and the 
neighborhood as a whole. There is no end to the things 
God can use our church to do in wonderful Ballard. "4 


Caitlyn Stark is a member of Mars Hill Church. She 
attends the Ballard C ampus, of course. 
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Mid-Summer's | 
S ports Dream | 


Lets talk MLS Soccer, baby! 

I'm joking, of course, but > 
if | were in Los Angeles today — SUN NICKERSoy 
and the most exciting sports d 
news in my city was the signing of a 
Brit who talks like Mike Tyson and is years past his 
prime, then maybe an all-caps intro about America's least 
favorite spectator sport would actually attract some attention 
from the Holy Hollywood column to my right. Then again, 
maybe not. W e'll see if the Shakespeare reference does the 
trick. 

To the point: in typically the most boring month of 
sports (thanks to our lackluster MLB and NBA franchises), 
Seattle boasts more than one stirring sports story worth 
our attention. 

First, the Mariners. 

| logged onto espn.com a few minutes ago, and to my 
surprise was greeted by our ace pitcher Felix Hernandez 
staring back at me with the headline above, "Perking Up,” 
followed by a teaser, "5omething's brewing in Seattle. Little 
was expected of the Mariners. Their manager quit during a 
win streak. Yet there they sit, 14 games above .500. Clearly, 
somebody has smelled the coffee." 

If the national sports media is using bad puns based 
on decade-old stereotypes and typical weather forecasts of 
your city (see, ‘Sunny days in Miami’ and ‘All that jazz in New 
O rleans,' for example), this means your team is performing at 
a very high level. So fans, be encouraged. 

This headline was followed up with articles about 
Ichiro's re-signing with the M's (I’m sorry that story only gets 
one passing line here, but hey, | only do this once a month), 
and recent power rankings that had the Mariners at sixth best 
in baseball. 

And the M's aren't the only team in town buzzing. The 
Sonics are causing national shockwaves of their own, on 
what seems to be a big-story-a-week basis. 

ll preface my summary quickly: acknowledging that 
everything about this organization is tainted right now - what 
with the villainous O klahoma C ity owner and all - the Sonics 
appear reenergized (okay, maybe agitated), in large part due 
to the arrival of Kevin Durant, the No. 2 overall pick of the 
2007 draft. 

Durant was the first freshman ever to win the national 
Player of the Year award in the NCAA last year (he received 
a ridiculous 70 out of the 72 votes), and was also the only 
unanimous All-American. In other big news, the Sonics 
also drafted Jeff Green with the fifth pick. Green was an 
All-American alongside Durant, and the Big East Player 
of the Year - something a lot of Sonics’ fans either didn’t 
know, or didn’t seem to care about based on our ambivalent 
response. 

At what cost did we receive this windfall of talent? No 
less than Ray Allen and, indirectly, Rashard Lewis: the team’s 


SEE ‘Sports’ =) PAGE 16 
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Mystery, 


Like millions of other people in July, gathering around the 
world to stare at one of 4,050 movie screens, | waited 
breathlessly for Optimus Prime and his band of disguised 
robots to transform. However, something peculiar occurred 
as we Sat through reminders about turning off cell phones 
and watching requisite trailers for other films... 

The screen is filled with the image of a going away party 
in New York City, thrown for a twenty-something hipster by 
his equally beautiful friends. It seems amateurish, voyeuristic: 
we're not sure why we're watching this. How long until the 
movie starts? Some folks head out for popcorn. Suddenly, 
the onscreen loft party is disturbed by an explosion from 
outside; young adults spill downstairs into the streets as 
they hear an ominous groan so loud it echoes throughout the 
city. Looking at the source of the explosion, they scream and 
run as something plummets to the street. W e realize, as it 
crushes cars, bounces and lies still, that we're looking at the 
severed head of our nation's Statue of Liberty. Something 
horrible, something apocalyptic, is happening right before 
our eyes... 

W hat happened? Did | miss the DreamW orks credits? 
Did | fall asleep and miss the opening of the movie? Are 
giant robots fighting? Slowly, we realize this is not the start 
of the movie we paid to see. It turns out to be a preview 
for an upcoming film; a quintessential teaser, it offers little 
information - not even a movie title! Just a date, 1-18-08, 
and nothing else. 

The theater audience erupted with cheers. Avid filmgoers 
exchanged excited whispers - why hadn't they heard of this 
movie before? S everal weeks - and thousands of blog posts, 
articles, and talk shows - later, this is yet another superbly 
executed moment for writer/director/producer J.J}. Abrams. 
This man is one of our generation's masters when it comes 
to spinning stories and sustaining suspense, a pale but 
appreciated reflection of our Master Storyteller's brilliance. 

| generally dislike this centurys movie trailers; 
anticipating the lowest common denominator, they often spell 
out the entire rhythm and story, including all the poignant 
lines of each character. It's virtually a C liffs Notes experience 
that can ruin a film; by the time one actually sees the movie, 
it feels more like going through the paces than experiencing 
revelation. 


Revelation, 
J.J. Abrams, and January 19 
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ARLEMAN Eu s 


Oftentimes a film will release an initial 
"teaser" that reveals much less, yet fulfills the 
purpose of whetting our appetite. Why filmmakers (or a 
usurping advertising department) feel the need to go beyond 
this practice, spelling outthe film point-by-pointand lessening 
the later viewing enjoyment, is beyond me. The Hulk was a 
classic example: the teaser was mysterious, engaging, and 
disturbing, but the trailer - released early and against the 
director's express wishes - contained unfinished computer 
effects and revealed too much, actually turning audiences 
against the film. 

Co-Creator of Lost, J.J. Abrams not only seems to 
understand this frustrating trend, he also exhibits a firm 
grasp on how to intrigue, mystify, and reel in his audience. 
He delivered the only Mission: Impossible (the third) which 
truly captured the spy/suspense feel of its source material. 
Abrams has enjoyed so much success he's been entrusted 
with a seemingly insurmountable task of resurrecting C aptain 
Kirk and the Star Trek franchise. However, he points to the 
other sci-fi giant as his primary inspiration: "Star Wars is 
probably the most influential film of my generation. It's the 
personification of good and evil and the way it opened up 
the world to space adventure, the way westerns had to 
our parents' generations, left an indelible imprint. So, in a 
way, everything that any of us does is somehow directly or 
indirectly affected by the experience of seeing those first 
three films." 

Will this mysterious film opening next winter reveal 
Abrams' own sci-fi giant? Although he didn't write or direct 
the upcoming mystery project hitting theatres in mid-J anuary, 
he certainly knows a good thing when he discovers it 
- he also knows how to titillate his audience, not unlike a 
young George Lucas did back in 1977. Most importantly, 
he understands how less can be more, and how confusing 
vignettes can make us hungry, eager, even desperate to see 
what happens next. 

Once the "1.18.08" teaser hit cyberspace, web 
speculation ran rampant, with several websites purported 
by online cinema sleuths to be more clues regarding the 
plot and basis for the film. The shrewd producer has denied 
most of these sites as linked to his film, but suggested 
there are clues sprinkled online, including the website 


SEE '1.18.08' & PAGE 17 











The Gospel 
Coalition 
Conference 


Pizza with Piper 
B y Pastor Adam Sinnett 








Fifty of us satin a large conference room at tables arranged 
in a square, eating Chicago deep dish pizza, having an 
informal Q&A with pastor/author John Piper. 

W e were on lunch break at Trinity Evangelical Divinity 
School (TEDS), just outside Chicago, during the Gospel 
Coalition (GC) conference, earlier this year. There were 
over five hundred in attendance, all representing the various 
organizations and churches that have banded together to 
support and sponsor the GC, and ultimately the gospel of 
C hrist. However, this lunch was for those belonging to the 
Acts 29 church-planting network and Mars Hill C hurch. 

It’s not every day you get a closed captive lunch with 
Dr. Piper, and those present knew it. At times the room 
seemed to be filled with traders on the floor of the New 
York Stock Exchange rather than pastors and church 
leaders. By the time the lunch hour came to an end, many 
questions had been asked. The last question, however, was 
most memorable: "W hat advice would you offer to young 
leaders in the church? " 

Piper solemnly replied with thick thoughtful pauses in 
between each point. "Three things come to mind," he said 
"G ouge out your eye... work to be in touch with the hearts 


Whatis the Gospel Coalition? 


W e are a fellowship of evangelical churches deeply com- 
mitted to renewing our faith in the gospel of Christ and 
to reforming our ministry practices to conform fully to the 
Scriptures. We have become deeply concerned about 
some movements within traditional evangelicalism that 
seem to be diminishing the church's life and leading us 
away from our historic beliefs and practices. On the one 
hand, we are troubled by the idolatry of personal consumer- 
ism and the politicization of faith; on the other hand, we are 
distressed by the unchallenged acceptance of theological 
and moral relativism. These movements have led to the easy 
abandonment of both biblical truth and the transformed 
living mandated by our historic faith. W e not only hear of 
these influences, we see their effects. We have commit- 
ted ourselves to invigorating churches with new hope and 
compelling joy based on the promises received by grace 
alone through faith alone in C hrist alone. 

W e believe that in many evangelical churches a deep 
and broad consensus exists regarding the truths of the 
gospel. Yet we often see the celebration of our union with 


of your wife and children... pray earnestly and rely on the 
S pirit.” Pizza and Piper over lunch is hard to beat. 

What is The Gospel Coalition? At its core, the 
GC is a newly formed "fellowship of evangelical churches 
deeply committed to renewing our faith in the gospel of 
C hrist and to reforming our ministry practices to conform 
fully to the Scriptures." This fellowship includes organi- 
zations and churches such as The Council on Biblical 
Manhood and Womanhood, Desiring God, Together for 
the Gospel, 9Marks, Alliance of Confessing Evangelicals, 
Sovereign Grace Ministries, Mars Hill Church, Acts 29, The 
Resurgence, and many others. 

In recent years various movements within evangelical- 
ism have arisen that promote “personal consumerism and 
the politicization of faith [and] the unchallenged acceptance 
of theological and moral relativism.” Such movements 
"have led to the easy abandonment of both biblical truth 
and the transformed living mandated by our historic faith.” 
Therefore, the GC was formed to create a “true coalition 
for Jesus... in an effort to renew the contemporary church in 
the ancient gospel of Christ so that we truly speak and live 
for him in a way that clearly communicates to our age." 

In sum, the GC is about what the biblical gospel is (i.e. 
the good news of redemption and reconciliation to G od the 
Father, accomplished by Jesus, God the Son, carried out 
by God the Holy Spirit) and how to keep it central to all that 
we do. 

The GC conference at TEDS was a significant, but 
low-profile event. The purpose of the event, which was the 
first public GC event, was to be an initial gathering point to 
communicate the vision of the organization and call those 
present to join the mission of leading, planting, and sup- 
porting gospel-centered churches around the world, while 
holding fast against the tidal wave of moral and theological 


Christ replaced by the age-old attractions of power and 
affluence, or by monastic retreats into ritual, liturgy, and 
sacrament. W hat replaces the gospel will never promote a 
mission-hearted faith anchored in enduring truth working it- 
self out in unashamed discipleship eager to stand the tests 
of kingdom-calling and sacrifice. We desire to advance 
along the King's highway, always aiming to provide gospel 
advocacy, encouragement, and education so that current- 
and next-generation church leaders are better equipped to 
fuel their ministries with principles and practices that glorify 
the S avior and do good to those for whom he shed his life's 
blood. 

W e want to generate a unified effort among all peo- 
ples—an effort that is zealous to honor Christ and multiply 
his disciples, joining in a true coalition for Jesus. Such a 
biblically grounded and united mission is the only enduring 
future for the church. This reality compels us to stand with 
others who are stirred by the conviction that the mercy of 
God in Jesus Christ is our only hope of eternal salvation. 
W e desire to champion this gospel with clarity, compas- 


relativism in and outside the church. Thus, each of the main 
sessions was centered on various aspects of the Gospel, 
for example, W hat is the G ospel, G ospel-C entered Ministry, 
and the Triumph of the Gospel in the New Heavens and 
the New Earth. Classes were offered on topics such as 
Evangelizing People in a Post-Christian Society, Union 
with Christ and Justification, Defining Evangelicalism, and 
Christ and Culture Revisited. The speakers were primar- 
ily influential pastors, professors and leaders, including 
Don Carson (TEDS), Tim Keller (Redeemer Pres, NYC), 
John Piper (Bethlehem Baptist, Desiring God) and our 
own Pastor Mark Driscoll (Mars Hill Church, Acts 29, The 
Resurgence). 

Why was Mars Hill Church involved? Mars Hill 
was involved because the gospel is primary to all that we 
do as a church, from preaching in the pulpit to Community 
G roup gatherings to one-on-one counseling sessions. How 
the gospel is defined and lived influences everything we do, 
from our view ofthe triune G od, our interactions with others 
and our understanding of self. Thus, the question of "W hat 
is the gospel?" is perhaps the most important question we 
may ever ask and wrestle with. Our answer determines 
the course of our life, now and into eternity. In the words 
of Dr. Tim Keller, "The gospel is not simply the ABCs of 
Christianity... it is the A to Z.” w 


Adam Sinnett is campus pastor at Mars Hill C hurch's W est 
S eattle location. 


‘Foundational Documents of the G ospel Coalition 


sion, courage, and joy—gladly linking hearts with fellow 
believers across denominational, ethnic, and class lines. 

O ur desire is to serve the church we love by inviting all 
of our brothers and sisters to join us in an effort to renew 
the contemporary church in the ancient gospel of Christ 
so that we truly speak and live for him in a way that clearly 
communicates to our age. We intend to do this through 
the ordinary means of his grace: prayer, the ministry of the 
W ord, baptism and the Lord's supper, and the fellowship 
of the saints. W e yearn to work with all who, in addition 
to embracing the confession and vision set out here, seek 
the lordship of C hrist over the whole of life with unabashed 
hope in the power of the Holy S pirit to transform individuals, 
communities, and cultures—a vision rooted in the S criptures 
and centered on the gospel. 


For more information, including audio and video content, 
visit www.thegospelcoalition.org. 
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Surfing at Westport 

S pend your day on the beach either surfing, 
body boarding, or beach bummin’. 

Jess Hopson at jesshopsonQ gmail.com 


Family Hike at Barclay Lake 

Explore the old growth and enjoy the day with 
your family. 

Michael Pepera at michael@ pepera.org 


Women's Backpacking at Spider Meadow 
All levels of exerience are welcome. 
Lisa Dale at lisamdale@hotmail.com 


Kayaking Skills Clinic at Magnuson Park I 
Hone your skills and learn some great safety tips. 
Thom Booth at thombooth@emsoln.com 


Kayaking Skills Clinic at Magnuson Park II 
Hone your skills and learn some great safety tips. 
Thom Booth at thombooth@emsoln.com 


Hiking at Talapus and Olalie Lakes 
Find a hidden gem on this moderate hike. 
Thom Booth at thombooth@emsoln.com 


Kayaking at Lake Washington 

See a gorgeous view of the Cascades along 
with the natural beauty of the lake. 

Larissa Fee at larissafee@ hotmail.com 


S CUBA at the Alki Beach Junkyard 
Dive the manmade reefs and explore the sea life. 
Janelle Baarspul at jabaarspul(Q yahoo.com 


Climbing at Squamish 

C onquer some of the greatest rock on the 
W est Coast. 

Miles Berkey at miles@filtrific.com 


bookmark us at www.marshilloutdoors.org 


OQoo 
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=. Vices Redeemed: Alcohol’ (from pg. 9) 


says, "but not talking about [alcohol]... leads to confusion 
about undue shame associated with that gift; this is true 
whether the item is food, art, or sex. Legalism tends to fill 
the void of things not discussed and practiced in context of 
biblical understanding." 

Pastor Tim hosts social brew-days, where everything 
from proper yeast strains to hop varieties to theology can be 
discussed. Recently, Pastor Tim recalls, "I had a three-hour 
conversation with a twenty-something Alaskan philosophy- 
major-communist-atheist-C astro-wannabe where he began 
to see past his conventional understanding of Christian 
philosophy and, through shared home brewing experiences, 
engage the heart of practical Christian living. The questions 
went from ‘what do you think?’ to ‘why do you do?’ and from 
speaking from the head to sharing from the heart. G od will 
use us to be his heartbeat when we live all of our lives in a 
redeemed manner and are willing to bring the gospel into the 
lives of others." 

Redeeming alcohol can also extend past guarded 
church events and deeper still into culture. Take the pub 
crawl, for instance - an event whose name doesn't even 
suggest moderation. Jon Krombein, a Mars Hill deacon, 
heard about a pub crawl for a charity which was close to 
his heart; his niece Ella suffers from C ystic Fibrosis and Jon 
discovered the CF Foundation in Seattle organizes a yearly 
fundraising pub crawl for the charity. W orking with a handful 
of local pubs, sales of beer, food, and a registration fee are 
all donated to the CF Foundation. While such an altruistic 
event brings out responsible advocates, Jon certainly admits 
that part of the crowd is out to get loaded and get lucky. 
Jon, however, was raised in a Christian home where the 
example was "Enjoy good things and don't be stupid," and 
the pub crawl fundraiser seemed like a good idea. W hen 
asked about the potential for Christians redeeming such an 
event/atmosphere, his reply is simple: “I don't think there's 


any question that it can be redeemed. If we, as Christians, 
attend the craw! to raise money for C F Research, and we can 
drink responsibly and enjoy the hops that G od has graciously 
given us, then we have redeemed the crawl." But he adds 
the condition, "Of course if conscience or family patterns 
don't allow you to do that, then you should not be the one 
redeeming alcohol." 

Thankfully, at the end of the day, we as Christians 
have God's Word to ultimately rely on. Unfortunately for 
rule-makers, there isn't a single answer that will mean the 
same thing for everyone. There is tension regarding alcohol 
throughout Scripture for a reason: depending on the situa- 
tion and the individual conscience, it can be bad or good 
- at times tempting and twisting toward sin, and at times 
relaxing, enlivening, and deepening one's appreciation of 
G od's provision and character. As Jesus said, "It is not what 
goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but what comes 
out of the mouth... what comes out of the mouth proceeds 
from the heart" (Matthew 15:11, 18). (Additionally, we also 
most certainly should not flaunt our C hristian liberty in front 
of weaker brothers or anyone likely to abuse or be sorely 
tempted to abuse because of personality or history of addic- 
tions; 1 Corinthians 8:9- 11.) 

Our changed hearts as disciples of Christ are to be 
what guides us - we are to "continue to work out [our] 
salvation with fear and trembling" (Philippians 2:10). This is 
no little matter, yet sometimes we make it a much bigger 
issue than it needs to be. Some of us need to repent of our 
self-righteous abstinence, some of us need to stop using our 
"freedom in C hrist" to excuse drunkenness, and some of us 
should simply enjoy the blessing of fermentation to His glory, 
and look forward to the fine wines that will be served at the 
wedding feast of the Lamb. w 


Ryan Harmaning is a member of Mars Hill and can be found 
with his family at the Shoreline C ampus on Sundays. He 
is a confessed (and redeemed) beer geek who contributes 
to www.beeradvocate.com and who also enjoys a good 
Single-M alt W hisky whenever possible" 





= Sports’ (from pg. 14) 


two best players are now ex-Sonics. At first glance, this was 
devastating news. It seemed that management was shipping 
out of town all the local favorites, severing sentimental ties, 
and making it easier to move the team away from Seattle. 
That's one way to look at it, at least. 

Another way is to realize this team is finally committed 
to the much-needed re-building process: new players, new 
coach, new owner, new G M, and (at least currently) the same 
city. W e have young, heralded talent in this organization with 


a higher ceiling than we've seen in years. Do you realize that 
in two years (maybe even this year) the Sonics could easily 
being starting five top-fifteen picks? Perhaps it's just me, but 
that's a more promising future than what Rashard Lewis and 
Ray Allen had to offer (the duo successfully took us to one 
- count 'em one - post-season). 

No matter where you stand with the Sonics and/or 
how sure you are the M's will collapse in the second half of 
the season, unlike C aptain America, there's a good chance 
neither are dead. (Three strikes, I’m out.) 1" 


Dustin Nickerson is a deacon at Mars Hill Church. His col- 
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Www.1-18-8.com. This "Where's Waldo" approach to 
marketing may be financially brilliant; a curious populace is 
doing Paramount Pictures’ marketing work for them. 

W atching this phenomenon explode from the theater to 
internet, to all-night coffee/cigarette discussions at Denny's 
and comic book stores around the country, | find myself 
thinking of a much greater and historic book of narrative 
snapshots that has captivated generations with frantic fervor: 
the even greater apocalyptic vision captured in Revelation, 
written in the first century by] ohn the apostle. Bombarding us 
with imagery including dragons and devastation, feasts and 
celebration with a massive arena concert, locusts with human 
faces and a tattooed, bloody savior, Revelation has been one 
of the biggest sources of speculation and argument inside 
and outside the church. Naturally, | think it trumps every other 
narrative teaser because it’s not fiction - it’s an impending 
actuality, not an upcoming theatrical offering. Unlike Abrams’ 
trailer, it’s even more titillating because it’s going to happen... 
and we don't even know the release date. 


. and behold, there was a great earthquake, and the sun 
became black as sackcloth, the full moon became like blood, 
and the stars of the sky fell to the earth as the fig tree sheds 
its winter fruit when shaken by a gale. The sky vanished 
like a scroll that is being rolled up, and every mountain and 
island was removed from its place. - Revelation 6 


The devoted, the curious, and the skeptical all participate 
in this process. Just as avid followers of the Untitled Abrams’ 
Project debate the snippets they've seen - whether or not 
one hazy image on the 1-18-08 website contains an inhuman 
face, or if the explosion in the trailer is the result of terrorists, 
aliens, or a Godzilla-sized monster - voracious readers of 
Revelation lose even more sleep, engaging in caffeinated 
debates about whether or not the locusts with human faces 
in chapter nine are helicopters, and if the rapture will be like 
flying up, up, and away, or more like vanishing in a Star Trek 
transporter. O thers are curious, but not as rabid; excited, but 
content to see what unfolds. Others still may dismiss the 
entire affair as a bunch of crap and a waste of time. W hile | 
think this particular book of the Bible far outweighs a silver- 
screen story from the creative team who gave us Alias, we 
see the reactions mirrored, save for magnitude. 

Some of my Christian friends lament that the book of 


Revelation is overly baffling, so confusing, and commonly 
divisive; but as | watch the best of our modern-day cinema 
trailers, and the way an auteur like J.J. Abrams can lure us 
into his storyteller’s web with well-planned intrigue, | think 
| understand our Master Storyteller just a little bit better: in 
Scripture, prophecies are sprinkled throughout the divinely 
inspired writings to foretell the coming of Jesus. A mention 
of being hanged on a tree here...a virgin birth there...a 
birthplace revealed to those who are paying attention. 
Christ’s birth, life, death, and resurrection are clear in 
hindsight, and yet those awaiting the promised Messiah 
didn't have a completed picture. As believers before Christ 
looked to Jesus’ first coming with narrative snapshots but an 
incomplete picture, Christians look to his second coming in 
Similar fashion. 

The Book of Revelation does not pretend to be a play- 
by-play account of the end of the world. It’s a series of teaser 
vignettes meant to excite us, to make us anticipate, and 
ultimately compel us to worship the hero of the story: J esus. 
| respect JJ. Abrams for being inspired, but by no means 
original. Revelation is the ultimate teaser/trailer, God's 
incredible viral marketing for the climax of truth and justice, 
mercy and grace. 


Then | saw a great white throne and him who was seated on 
it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place 
was found for them. And | saw the dead, great and small, 
standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then 
another book was opened, which is the book of life. And 
the dead were judged by what was written in the books, 
according to what they had done. - Revelation 20 


Coming soon to a reality near you. 1% 


James Harleman is the campus pastor of Mars Hill C hurch's 
W edgwood location—also coming soon! 


GET INVOLVED 
with One Church One Village 


and be a Letter Buddy 


Be in prayer about our calling to reach out to those in need by 
building community through direct correspondence with the 
orphans at The C ottages of Injisuthi, S outh Africa. 

For more info, emaihocov@marshillchurch.org 








e Financial Stewards: all campuses could use some extra 


e Ballard Campus Kitchen Manager: 


e Graphic Designers: Experienced designers are wanted to 


e Marriage Group Leaders: If you've been married awhile, 














CHURCH IS NOT A 
SPECTATOR SPORT. 


Mars Hill Church is a body of 
Jesus believers, and all body 
parts must function. If you're 
still looking for a place to 
serve, here are some specific 
volunteer needs of the moment: 





Student Ministry Volunteers: Mars Hill's junior high and 
high school students need adults who will help disciple and 
lead them. Contact proxy@marshillchurch.org. 


Actors, Backstage Manager, Sound Technician: For the 
upcoming season of Kids' Ministry's "Caraway Street" 
program. Contact holly.keeney@marshillchurch.org. 


help managing the offering after services. Only MH 
members can serve with this ministry. 
Contact your campus* 


help keep it stocked for events like the Breakfast Club. 
Contact ballard@marshillchurch.org 


help out with Vox Pop, campus-specific needs, and other 
MH design projects. Contact design@marshillchurch.org 


please consider helping newlyweds get off to a good start. 
Let others learn from your experience, wisdom, success, 
and mistakes. Contact erinQmarshillchurch.org 





*Campus Contacts: ballard@marshillchurch.org, shoreline@ 


marshillchurch.org, westseattle@marshillchurch.org 





August05 2007 Y, 


COMMUNITY 
GROUPS 





New Mars Hill Community Groups 


View all groups at: voxpopnetwork.com/ lifeonmars 


Ballard Monday 6:30pm 
Led by: Taylor Abel 
Contact: Taylor Abel 
Phone: 206-679-2197 
Email: tjabeluw@gmail.com 


Queen Anne Monday 7pm 

Led by: Angelo Allard 

Contact: Angelo and Sarah Allard 
Phone: 206-852-7455 

Email: allara@spu.edu 


Redmond Monday 10am 

Led by: Cecille Phillips 

Contact: Meghan Dosch 

Phone: 425-868-6334 

Email: meghandosch@ yahoo.com 
For Women Only 


Ballard Tuesday 7pm 

Led by: Zak Griffith 
Contact: Joy Griffith 

Phone: 206-427-8944 
Email: zakandjoyg gmail.com 


Bothell Tuesday 6:30pm 

Led by: Sam Barrett 

Contact: Sam and Beth Barrett 
Phone: 425-398-9490 

Email: samandbethbarrett@ yahoo.com 


Fremont Tuesday 7pm 
Led by: Brendan Connally 
Contact: Scott Rudat 
Phone: 206-501-9160 
Email: srudat@gmail.com 


Gig Harbor Tuesday 7pm 

Led by: Paul Rohrbaugh 

Contact: Paul and Tammy Rohrbaugh 
Phone: 253-851-6405 

Email: paul paulrohrbaugh.com 


Kenmore Tuesday 6:30pm 
Led by: Ryan Harmaning 
Contact: Ruth Harmaning 
Phone: 206-790-9620 
Email: harmanmh(Q gmail.com 


Magnolia Tuesday 6:30pm 
Led by: Jeff W illiams 

Contact: Jeff W illiams 

Phone: 206-789-0109 

Email: JeffW illiamsLaw 9 aol.com 


Northgate Tuesday 7:30pm 

Led by: Eric Youngblut 

Contact: Eric and Carla Youngblut 

Phone: 206-219-9125 

Email: marshill@ericandcarla.youngblut.net 
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Queen Anne Tuesday 7pm 
Led by: Johnathan Kurth 
Contact: Jennifer Kurth 

Phone: 206-285-0430 

Email: jennifer.kurth@ gmail.com 


University District Tuesday 7pm 
Led by: Zach Shallcross 

Contact: Zach Shallcross 

Phone: 206-940-9158 

Email: zshallcross(Q gmail.com 
ForMen Only 


Central District Wednesday 7pm 
LedBy: Tim Gaydos 

Contact: Tim G aydos 

Phone: (206)510-2662 

Email:  timg@ marshillchurch.org 


Kirkland Wednesday 6:30pm 
Led by: Steve W allstrom 
Contact: Steve W allstrom 
Phone: 425-205-0525 

Email: stevew@environix.com 


Mountlake Terrace Wednesday 10am 
Led by: Amy Schaeffer 

Contact: Amy Schaeffer 

Phone: 425-776-4374 

Email: schaeffers1( verizon.net 

For Women Only 


Fremont Thursday 7pm 

Led by: Linn W u, Monica Schertzinger 
Contact: Linn Wu 

Phone: 206-420-9027 

Email: ljw3@u.washington.edu 

For Women Only 


Lynnwood Thursday 6:30pm 
Led by: Chet Kaufman 
Contact: Chet Kaufman 
Phone: 425-478-9285 
Email: chetkaufman( yahoo.com 


Magnolia Thursday 7pm 
Led by: Peter Bell 

Contact: Peter Bell 

Phone: 206-313-8527 
Email: petros.bell@ gmail.com 


Ballard Friday 6:30pm 

Led by: Aaron Mead 

Contact: Aaron Mead 

Phone: 206-856-1287 

Email: mead.aaron@ gmail.com 


Mountlake Terrace Saturday 10am 
LedBy: Micah Lasley 

Contact: Micah Lasley 

Phone: (206) 829-8007 

Email: mjlasley@gmail.com 


Mars Hill Community Groups meet weekly throughout the region. 
Through learning and accountability C ommunity G roups exist to develop mature 
Chnstians who will go out into their various social networks carrying the hope 

of the G ospel. For complete group listings, go to marshillchurch.org or 

email community@marshillchurch.org 
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MARS HILL | Community Groups 


B O DY LIFE 








Money at Mars Hill 


What do we believe about our stuff? 

Very simply, everything we have comes from G od. O ur money 
is a blessing and a tool we use to worship Him by giving to 
the church (to further the Gospel in Seattle), providing for 
our families and enjoying God and the grace that He gives 
us. You may have a lot and you may have a little, but the real 
question is: are you worshipping God with your stuff and do 
the first fruits of your checkbook reveal that? 


How much should I give? 

The Bible says that giving is for Christians and should be di- 
rected first to your local church. The bible does not say how 
much you should give but rather seeks to deal with the heart 
behind your giving. 2nd Corinthians 8 and 9 say that our 
giving should be cheerful, regular, sacrificial and generous. 
The Bible does not prescribe a percentage; through prayer 
we must seek to have a clear conscience in regards to our 
giving. Jesus says, "For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also" (Mt 6:21). 


Who should give? 

Christians should give faithfully to their local church. If you 
are not a Christian, don’t give—seek to deal with the larger 
issue: your sin and Jesus' forgiveness of that sin. W e are 
not concerned about the amount people give but about 
the number of people who are giving. God is building His 
kingdom through the church, and He asks that all believers 
share in this joyous responsibility. This mission is bigger than 
just a few of us and takes everyone's effort and faithfulness; 
no matter if you are a college student who can give only 10 
bucks a month or a millionaire who can give thousands. 


How Can I Give At Mars Hill? 
* Place a check or cash in a secure giving box located at the 
church entrance. 


Place a check or cash in an offering basket during service. 
If you wish to use an envelope, ask for one at the info desk 
or find one attached to a secure giving box at the church 
entrance. 


Mail a check to the Ballard C ampus (contact the office if 
you would like some self-addressed envelopes): 1401 NW 
Leary W ay, Seattle, W A 98107 


Online contributions can be given via debit or 
credit card using our secure giving website located at 
www.marshillchurch.org. 


Automatic payments through ACH can be set up. E-mail 
giving@marshillchurch.org for more information. 


Donation of stock is also an option. E-mail giving@ 
marshillchurch.org for more information. 


Sincerely, Pastor Jamie Munson 
Questions, Comments, or Concerns, 
e-mail: giving@marshillchurch.org 





CHURCH FINANCIAL INFORMATION/WEEKLY GIVING TRENDS 














































































































































































































Date Budget Giving # of Givers Attendance 
June 10 $160,000 $173,349 688 4990 
June 17 $160,000 $164,786 586 4490 
June 24 &30 =fiscal yearend | $160,000 $210,186 739 5137 
July 1 $160,000 $90,023 353 4506 
July 8 $160,000 $197,641 642 4579 
July 15 $160,000 $130,941 497 4280 
MONTHLY BUDGET VS. ACTUAL GIVING 
$ 1,000,000 
$ 900,000 
$800,000 
$700,000 
$600,000 | 
$500,000 pr 
$400,000 | L 
$300,000 
Sep October November December January February March April May June 
EŒ Monthly Budget $520,000 $650,000 $520,000 $650,000 $600,000 $600,000 $600,000 $800,000 $640,000 $640,000 
Actual Glven $448,173 $400,503 $860,831 $992,381 $585,800 $653,629 $669,542 $824,216 $751,145 $702,960 















































*These are budgeted giving numbers. They don't represent actual surplus or deficit, as expenses are not reflected in these numbers. 









We're looking for leaders: God-fearing people to shepherd the flock of Mars Hill. Community Group leaders help 
cultivate relationships, maturity, and love within our church. Stop by the Community Group Kiosk in the foyer or email 
leadership marshillchurch.org.to find out where you fit into the picture. 
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8PM | AUGUST 14 | 510 (512 AT THE DOOR) * MHC | BALLARD CAMPUS | 1401 NW LEARY WY, SEATTLE « PURCHASE TICKETS AT MPRSHLLCH.RCHCRG 
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